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cannot be attainted by the oath of jurors which had rather suffer
felonies done to strangers to pass unpunished, than to indict the
offenders of whom great part be people of the same country, or at least
because, if the offenders be of another country the receivers be of the
neighbourhood ; and they do the same because an oath is not put
unto jurors, nor upon the country where such felonies were done,
as to the restitution of damages, and hitherto no penalty hath been
provided for their concealment and neglect ; our lord the king, for to
abate the power of felons, ordains a penalty in this case, so that from
henceforth, for fear of the penalty more than from fear of any oath,
they shall not spare any person nor conceal any felonies ; and doth
command that proclamation be solemnly made in all shire-courts,
hundred-courts, markets, fairs, and all other places where great resort
of people is, so that none may excuse himself by ignorance; that from
henceforth every country be so well kept that immediately upon such
robberies and felonies committed vigorous pursuit shall be made from
town to town and from country to country.

II.  Likewise when need arises, inquests shall be made in townships
by him that is lord of the  township, and after in hundreds and in
franchises and in the shire, and sometimes in two, three, or four shires,
in cases when felonies shall be committed on the borders of shires, so
that the offenders may be attainted.    And if the country will not
answer for such manner of offenders, the pain shall be such, that every
country, that is to wit, the people dwelling in the country, shall be
answerable for the robberies done and also the damages ;  so that the
whole hundred where the robbery shall be done, with the franchises
being within the precinct of the same hundred, shall be answerable
for the robberies done.    And if the robbery be done on the border of
two hundreds, both the hundreds with the franchises within them shall
be answerable ;    and after that the felony or robbery is  done,  the
country shall have no longer space than forty days, within which forty
days it shall behove them to make satisfaction for the robbery or
offence, or else to answer for the bodies of the offenders.

III.  And forasmuch as the king wills not that his people should be
suddenly impoverished by reason of this penalty, which would seem
hard to some, the king granteth that it shall not be incurred imme-
diately, but it shall be respited until Easter next following, within
which time the king may see how the country will order themselves,
and will apprehend such robbers and felons.    After which term let
them all be assured that the foresaid penalty shall run generally ;
that is to say, every country, that is to wit, the people in the country,
shall be answerable for felonies and robberies done among them.

IV.  And for the more surety of the country, the king hath com-
manded that in great towns being walled, the gates shall be closed
from the sun-setting until the sun-rising ;   and that no man do lodge
in suburbs, nor in any place out of the town, except in the daytime;
nor even in the daytime, without his host will answer for him ;   and
the bailiffs of towns every week, or at the least every fortnight, shall
make inquiry of all persons being lodged in the suburbs or in places
out of the towns ;  and if they do find any that have lodged or received
any strangers or suspicious person against the peace, the "bailiffs shall
do right therein.    And the king commandeth, that from henceforth,
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